
 

 

1st Grade  
Math 

 

AKS/Objective: Add within 100 
 

● including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number, and adding a two-digit 
number and a multiple of 10 (e.g., 24 + 9, 13 + 10, 27 + 40), 

● using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value,  
● properties of operations,  
● and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction; 
● relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used.  

 
Understand that in adding two-digit numbers, you add tens and tens, ones and ones; and 
sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten. 
 
  
This means… 

My child can add within 100 using 
manipulatives or drawings. 

My child understands that in adding two-
digit numbers, my child adds tens and tens, 
and ones and ones.  

 

This looks like… 

My child can add within 100 (e.g., 24 + 9, 13 + 
10, 27 + 40) using manipulatives or drawings, 
and understands that in adding two digit-
numbers, you add tens and tens, ones and ones.  

Activity: Adding within 100 LEVEL: Proficient 

 

Materials:  

Reach out to your child’s teacher for materials if needed. 

• Base ten blocks (rods and units).   Digital Base Ten Blocks 
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• You may use popsicle sticks to represent a rod (unit of 10) and beans to represent 
units. 

 
 

• Two Place-Value Charts, parents can draw the chart at home on a piece of paper.  
Digital Place Value Chart with Base Ten Blocks 
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Directions:   

In this activity you will practice representing two-digit numbers and single digit numbers with 
rods (unit of 10) and units. You will practice adding two-digit numbers and ones. The activity 
will help your child gain a better understanding of the structure of the addition process. 

1. Parent will read the problem aloud: Joseph plays basketball for the Red Rockets, his first-
grade team. Joseph scored 18 points in the first half of the game. Then, he scored 5 
points in the second half. How many points did Joseph score in the game? 

2. Parent should reread the problem.   

3. Give your child base ten blocks and the place-value chart. Model the rule that when the 
ones column has 10 units, your child should exchange the units for a rod and then move 
it to the tens column. 

  
 

4. Parent will think aloud: “I know that Joseph scored 18 points in the first half of the 
game. Then I will use base ten rods and units to show 18 on a place-value chart. I need 
one rod and 8 ones. I also know that Joseph scored 5 points in the second half of the 
game, then I will need 5 ones”.  
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5. Parent will continue to say: “Now we need to figure out how many points Joseph scored 
in the game. So, I need to combine the two numbers. When I combine the numbers, I 
am adding. Let’s write the addition problem 18 + 5.” Write the number sentence in 
column form for your child.  

6. Parent will say: “Let’s see what happens when we add these numbers. Let’s move the 
ones from one chart to the other. Ask your child: How many ones do we now have in 
all?”  Your child should count the ones and say, “13 ones”. 

 
7. Parent will say: “Now we can exchange ten ones for a tens rod. Put the rod in the tens 

column”. Ask your child: “How many tens and ones do we have in all?” Your child should 
say 2 tens and 3 ones. Say: “18 blocks added to 5 blocks is 23.”  You may write the 
equation again, finishing it with the sum:  18 + 5 = 23. 

If the activity is too hard, try this:  

• Practice adding within 20 including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit 
number using rods and ones. For instance, have your child add 15 + 3.  

• First, have your child show 15 on a place value chart (one rod in the tens column and 
5 ones in the ones column).  

• Next, have your child show you 3 ones on a place value chart.  

• Then, have your child add the ones (8 ones in all).   

• Last, have your child build the sum (one rod is 10 + 8 ones is 18).  

• Continue practicing this skill with numbers within 20 until your child has mastered 
adding with fluency. Then you can move up to larger numbers.  
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If the activity is too easy, try this:  

• Practice adding within 100 including a two-digit number and a one-digit number (24 
+ 9), a two-digit and a two-digit number (27 + 12) and adding a two-digit number 
and a multiple of 10 (27 + 20) using mental math. Challenge your student to add 
within 100 without using the base-ten blocks or drawings to solve problems.  

If the activity is just right, try this:  

• Practice the same type of activity using the rods and ones at home by solving daily 
life situations until your child masters this skill with fluency. Ensure the situations 
include a two-digit number and some ones, as well as adding two two-digit numbers 
(27 +11).  


	1st Grade
	Math
	Activity: Adding within 100 LEVEL: Proficient

	AKS/Objective: Add within 100
	● including adding a two-digit number and a one-digit number, and adding a two-digit number and a multiple of 10 (e.g., 24 + 9, 13 + 10, 27 + 40),
	● using concrete models or drawings and strategies based on place value, 
	● properties of operations, 
	● and/or the relationship between addition and subtraction;
	● relate the strategy to a written method and explain the reasoning used. 
	Understand that in adding two-digit numbers, you add tens and tens, ones and ones; and sometimes it is necessary to compose a ten.

